
        EVENT CALENDAR

Sunday Aug 30 - Forbes 
 • Documentation
 • Scrutiny
 • Welcome function
Monday Aug 31 - Forbes 
 • First day of competition,
  loop around Condobolin
Tuesday Sept 1 - Coonabarabran 
 • Second day of competition
Wednesday Sept 2 - Coonabarabran 
 • Third day of competition
Thursday Sept 3 - Glen Innes 
 • Fourth day of competition
Friday Sept 4 - Tweed Heads 
 • Fifth day of competition
  > Super Special Stage
Saturday Sept 5 - Tweed Heads 
 • Final day of competition
  > 3 WRC Special Stages 
  > Presentation function

Green Light from CAMS
Another month has passed and only four weeks to 
go! Wow, how time passes! Bob Watson and I set off 
on 15 June to check out all the sections we had; find 
a couple more and get Bob’s reaction to the event. 
You can read his comments later in the newsletter. 
Apart from a slight problem of “getting bogged” the 
first three days went very smoothly. (pic)

Bob and I found another great 20 km forest section 
near Boggabri that took us to a great section that 
had been recommended to us by some guys at 
Armadale that was part of a stage used in the last 
London to Sydney. The section is 22km of fantastic 
shire roads North Easy of Guyra, a little town 
between Armadale and Glen Innes. Phil and I had 
been over it in May and Bob and I did a second run 
over it and it looked great. 

We then looked for another section further to the 
north east and spent a frustrating day in the rain 
checking forests and shire roads. Every time we 
were frustrated by National Parks (no go areas), 
roads that finished at a locked farmer’s gate or 
raging rivers (see pic).

Eventually the following day we found a 48km 
shire road east of Tenterfield. As luck would have 
it, the shire engineer has had some experience with 
requests from car clubs and has recommended to 
council to allow us to close off the road.

Sunday 12 July Phil, Alan Patterson (the CAMS 
Course Checker who travelled with the Red Centre) 
and I set off to complete the final check. Day 1 
went smoothly, Day 2 and we managed to navigate 
our way through the Burdenda property, past the 
signs of some deep bog tracks, and through the 
long grass. Due to the great rains that the area has 
received, growth is flourishing. Snorkels may be 
a benefit!

The Day 3 loop around Coonabarabran also went 
without a hitch. As we had lost the Guyra section 
for Day 4 I was keen to find a replacement. A forest 
south of Boggabri was not suitable so we spent 
some time trying to increase the section Bob & I 
located in the Leard forest. We did locate another 
10k section and rerouted the day to Inverall and into 
Glen Innes by passing Guyra.

The section East of Tenterfield was in better 
condition than when Bob and I traversed it. Several 
graders had repaired the flood damaged roads and 
the 48.36k section will keep your route chart calling 
and driving skills at a premium. The first part of the 
next section north of Tenterfield has suffered from 
the heavy rain and high winds. Over 30 minutes was 
spent removing a very large tree that completely 
blocked the road. The X-Trail earned its keep. 
The day finally concluded at the opulent Tweed 
Ultima Apartments.

The next day in glorious sunshine, the first we 
had seen since our departure from Melbourne, we 
proceeded to check out the three WRC stages and 
the Kyogle service/lunch area. Boy you are going to 
love this day! Fast and up hill down dale sections - it 
will be interesting to check your time against the 
world’s best. Sunday we set off back to Melbourne 
over-nighting at Forbes.

Sitting back now and looking at the event I am 
very pleased with the mixture of competition. We 
would have liked more but we can only work with 
what’s on the ground. The heavy rains have had a 
toll on some forest roads and the National Parks 
are acquiring more and more state forests. We are 
thankful to the property owners, local councils and 
state forests.

With the regrowth it would be advisable to have 
some form of protection at the front of the car. Not 
only to knock over small saplings but kangaroos are 

NOT an endangered species! Ground clearance and 
very good shocks will also be essential as there are 
numerous “humps” around the course; 55 on one 
section alone.

I have been asked about extra lights. The only night 
section will be the Friday night SSS around the 
streets of Murwillumbah. Extra lights could be an 
advantage. You will have plenty of time to fit them 
prior to the SSS or when you arrive at Tweed Heads 
in the afternoon.

Welcome to the Classic Outback Trial
This event is the fulfilment of the initial concept of the 2008 Red Centre to Gold Coast 
Trial, where the aim was to run an outback trial event that would finish at Australia’s 
round of the World Rally Championship, Rally Australia. The Classic Outback Trial will 
embody the exciting features of the Red Centre to Gold Coast Trial but will be shorter, 
cheaper and easier on rally cars and service crews.
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Sticky Wicket Too Deep Road Block



High Level Meeting with NSW Police
The week before the CAMS course check I travelled 
to Sydney for the day at the request of the NSW 
Police, RTA and NSW Sport and Recreation 
Department. They are responsible for the RRA event 
and wanted to know how our event dovetailed into 
the RRA. For four hours we went over the various 
sections, our route and timing etc. etc. They were 
very supportive and extremely helpful.

Just down the road from the Police building is the 
head office of Frontier Services, our new naming 
rights sponsor, so I took the opportunity to catch up 
with David Sullivan and Kiri Dumont and go over the 
various aspects of the event with them.

Now it’s the “Frontier Services 
Classic Outback Trial”
Frontier Services, a major provider of support 
services to people in Outback Australia, has become 
the Naming Sponsor of the Classic Outback Trial that 
is being run to Repco Rally Australia from August 
31–September 5 this year.

The charity and agency of the Uniting Church, that 
grew out of the work begun in 1912 by the Rev 
John Flynn (‘Flynn of the Inland’), will use the Trial to 
focus community support on its national volunteer

programme, ‘Outback Links’. Outback Links aims 
to reduce isolation and disadvantage in Outback 
Australia by linking appropriately skilled and gifted 
volunteers with people who could use a helping hand 
“The event is an excellent fit with Frontier Services,” 
said the outback charity’s National Development 
Manager David Sullivan. “The Trials route through 
remote and isolated terrain is a fantastic opportunity 
for us to draw attention to the Outback Links 
program through the Trial’s association with a major 
International event.” Frontier Services staff will 
travel with the event and support entrants with a 
cooked breakfast each day, as well as conducting 
essential fund-raising activities. 

Frontier Services will be conducting a monster raffle 
to be drawn at the Presentation dinner. Several 
prizes including wine and driving courses, have 
already been donated, however, if any of you have 
products that would be suitable in raising funds for 
FS please contact me.

 

Murcotts Driving Excellence 
- New Sponsor
Murcotts Driving Excellence is a wholly Australian 
owned and operated business, established 40 years 
ago (in 1969) by the late Jim Murcott, motoring 
journalist with the aim of reducing road trauma 
through driver education.

Murcotts has become Australia’s leading driver 
management development and education company 
delivering quality researched based programs in all 
Australian states and internationally.

Important initiatives include the development of 
a Total Driver Management System particularly 
targeting workplace safety. Driving associated with 
work is responsible for nearly half of Australia’s 
vehicle related road fatalities. 

A major component of Murcotts business is Fleet 
and Driver Management services designed to 
assist corporate clients to effectively manage their 
drivers. Murcotts programs are regularly conducted 
in all Australian capital cities and regional centres. 
International programs have been conducted in 
Thailand, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, New Zealand and 
the Philippines.

Check Out the New Look Website
Thanks to Garry Searl and my son Antony the site is 
working well and we have received many emails of 
congratulations. Keep the feedback coming.

http://www.classicoutbacktrial.com.au

Bob Watson’s Report Card
Doing the road book check for the Classic Outback 
Trial with event director Philip Bernadou was my 
first opportunity to sample what is in store for you, 
the competitors, and in my humble opinion you will 
not be disappointed.

We left Forbes in central NSW in a Nissan X-Trail 
kindly loaned by the Nissan Motor Co. The X-Trail is 
not a full on off road 4WD in the manner of a Land 
Cruiser or a Patrol, but it was more than capable 

of handling the Trial roads in completely standard 
condition, and as a nice bonus, returned something 
under 8 litres per 100 kms from its turbo diesel 
engine over the entire course.

The first day although fairly short is a good 
shakedown, with two forest competitives and a final 
blast over an open farmland section. The forests 
are tight and a bit rutted in places but no problem, 
and the farmland stage will definitely grab your 
attention, something quite different.

Day 2 to Coonabarabran has two property and two 
forest sections, giving another good mixture for the 
day. The service break at “Utes in the Paddock” will 
be an absolute highlight for everyone - this display 
is amazing, and very high quality.

The Day 3 loop from Coonabarabran again has a mix 
of sections with properties and forests, and features 
a fantastic 57 km section in the vast Pilliga  forest, 
which is an area I have often wondered about while 
driving the Newell Highway to Queensland. Now I 
know. There is a great finish location at the Pilliga 
pottery 24 kms north of Coonabarabran.

A short blast through paddocks followed by 
breakfast and then a return trip over the same 
section kicks off Day 4. The property owners have 
a huge collection of old machinery which can be 
viewed while you munch your bacon and egg roll. 
Leaving here Philip and I had to do some exploring, 
as one later section was lost due to lack of co-
operation from the local council. All turned out well 
however, as we found a great forest near Boggabri 
which gave two good competitive sections.

Day 5 also required some searching for sections, 
and we spent much time in mountainous areas 
north east of Glen Innes, finally being thwarted by 
a wide fast flowing river. My shoes have just dried 
out after checking the depth of the water. Again, all 
turned out well with a ripper section near Tenterfield 
that you will really enjoy, with a fantastic 48 km 
run along shire roads beside the aforesaid river. 
After another forest stage you will head to Tweed 
Heads, quickly book into your accommodation and 
then return to Murwillumbah to do the Repco Rally 
Australia Super Special stage around the town 
streets. With two laps of the circuit to do and big 
crowds watching this will be an absolute blast.
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The final day consists of three Repco Rally Australia 
stages, centred around Kyogle. These stages are 
fantastic, and will really surprise you, as they did 
me. Not at all what I expected, but great driving. You 
will be given special instructions for competing on 
the WRC stages as some procedures differ from the 
ones used in the COT. The event proper concludes 
for us at the WRC service park in Kingscliff.

Philip has done great job in finding the best roads 
available throughout the event, and with the 
relatively early finishes on most days there will be 
plenty of opportunity for comparing notes on the 
day’s activities. It will be a great event.

Bob Watson

Car Carrier Available
I have been advised that Stretch Car Freighters are 
taking some cars from Melbourne to Forbes and 
transporting from Tweed Heads back to Sydney/
Melbourne. If you are interested contact Stretch 
on 0418 333 470. We have arranged for cars to 
be stored at Jelbart Dawson Ford - 7 Oxford Street 
Forbes. Please contact Michael Jelbart on 02 6851 
1640 and advise him of the cars arrival. This is the 
site of scrutiny on Saturday and Sunday. 

Posters
The three event posters have now been placed around 
the course notifying the towns of our arrival. The designs 
are the result of my son Antony’s work and college Jim 
Hunter who reside in Canada. Antony produced the Red 
Centre poster and compiled the Red Centre DVD (some 
copies still available!). The posters are on the website 
in pdf format, suitable for downloading and printing to 
A3 size. 

Presentation Dinner
Extra tickets at $75 will be available at documentation 
for partners, friends or service crews to attend the 
presentation dinner at the Tweed Ultima. If you have 
special food requirements, please advise Phil Rainer.

Entry Forms
If you have not yet submitted you entry form, please 
fill them out + all the other paperwork and send 
them off ASAP. All the forms are on the website. 

WANTED: Rally Car
Just received an email from Jamie Lawson who is 
having trouble in finding a suitable car to run in the 
event. If anyone has/knows of a spare care ready to 
go please send the info to me and I will forward it 
on to Jamie.

Great Meals on Wheels
Frontier Services will be making available breakfasts 
each morning at the start point. There will be several 
choices ranging from healthy to the good old bacon 
and eggs. Menues will be advised in the guide to 
competitors due to be available mid August. 

We have also arranged for lunches from the local 
services clubs at each lunch break. Again we 
have requested health not greasy food. Please 
support them.

At the end of each day we are nominating a “Pub 
of the Day”. Bob Phil and I have spent many 
exhausting hours researching the various pubs at 
each overnight spot. You will have time to expand on 
the days stories and enjoy the other competitors BS.

Official Photographers
We are pleased to announce that we have appointed 
James Elliott as the events official photographer, 
stills, and Darryl Reid video. Both James, who took 
several thousand pics during the Red Centre event 
and Darryl will be all around the event at great 
viewing points taking many action shots. Their end 
results will be available after the event. We will keep 
you informed.
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