
EvEnt SurvEy
Reminder for the survey - we 

have only had a few responses so 
far. Your response will help us 
organise a suitable tyre service at 
the overnight service area.
Click here to begin the survey.
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COT RECCE
COT RECCE

 THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24JUNE 2016 

EVENT 
CALENDAR

16 Crews and officials arrive.
17 Documentation and scrutiny.
18 Documentation and scrutiny continues; 

prologue close to Alice Springs (to assist 
with determining the start order); and 
welcome function for all participants.

19–24 Classic Outback Trail rally.
24 Presentation dinner function.

With just under 7 months to go, I 
have had time to reflect on my first 
trip to the Alice in June 2014 as a 
feasibility study whether or not to 
conduct the 2016 event. My first sight 
of the West MacDonnell Ranges and 
surrounding area reminded me of the 
spectacular roads and scenery and 
convinced me that this was the spot!

We have since carried out 3 surveys 
and have route charted 33 special 
stages with a total distance of 2,300km 
comprising of just over 1,000km (46%) 
of competition.

Traditionally the wet hits the centre in 
January, February and March so we will 
check out our road book in early April 
next year to see what roads, if any, the 
rains have damaged. The final CAMS 
course check will be carried out in 
late April. The continued support 
from the town council, government 
departments and landowners has 
made our job a lot easier.

May I take this opportunity on behalf 
of the organising team to wish you and 
your families the warmest and happiest 
Christmas and a great New Year.

nOMInAtIOnS…
We have received a record number 

of nominations now totalling 54 at the 
time of writing this newsletter. We have 
received 5 international entries and 
discussions with a further 5 are 

taking place.
We are getting close to the maximum 

limit of Cross Country cars with Modern 
and Regularity receiving plenty of 
interest. With the event being conducted 

in mid-June we are faced with the 
shortest days of the year and, as the 
event has no night running, this means 
limited daylight dictates how many 
entries we can accept.

SPECTACULAR
N E W S  F R O M  T H E  E V E N T  D I R E C T O R ,  P H I L I P  B E R N A D O U

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K8DHKSR
http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au
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1 November 2015

INTERNATIONAL 
COMPETITORS 

EVENT INFORMATION

ContaCt:
PhILLIP BERNAdOu
Promoter & eveNt Director

philip@classicaoutbacktrial.com.au

+ 61 412 498 602   
+ 61 3 9836 9911

18 – 24 June 2016
classicoutbacktrial.com.au

WAnt tO bE AblE tO SMEll thE 
rOSES And SEE thE ScEnEry?…

The Regularity section of the Red Centre 
trial gives everyone the chance to satisfy 
their competitive urge no matter what car 
they drive. You could compete in your SUV, 
four-wheel drive, or your favourite classic.

 No special preparation is needed to 
compete in Regularity, you don’t need to 
wear crash helmets or special driving suits, 
all you need are essential safety items 
like a fire extinguisher, a first-aid kit and 
warning triangles.

Regularity is a competition based on time, 
speed and distance and demands precision 
from both the driver and the navigator.

 While the rally cars blaze around the 
course, slipping and sliding through every 
bend in the road, Regularity competitors 
are challenged to maintain a strict average 
speed over each competitive stage. The 
maximum average speed organisers can 
set is 80 km/h, which will apply to the more 
open sections of a stage, but it could be as 
low as 30 km/h to reflect slower conditions. 
Organisers can also vary the average speed 
within a stage.

 
 

crOSS cOuntry cArS tO hAvE 
thEIr OWn clASSIc OutbAck 
trIAl cOMpEtItIOn…

We’ve had great response to the 
decision to accept a limited number of 
Cross Country Cars to run in the 2016 
Classic Outback Trial. In fact, response 
has been so good we have introduced 
a new category – Classic Outback 
Cross Country.

Cross Country Cars will now have their 
own competition – rather than being 
part of Classic Outback Modern, as 
previously announced.

Cross Country Cars are the most “rally-
car like” of the Off Road classes – they 
are four-wheel drive recreational and 
light commercial (utility) vehicles. We will 
issue invitations for a limited number of 
vehicles that will fit with the event.

OppOrtunIty fOr MOdErn 
rAlly cArS In clASSIc 
OutbAck trIAl…

Competitors with modern rally cars 
have been afforded a rare opportunity to 
compete in a long distance rally with the 
organisers of the 2016 Classic Outback 
Trial expanding the six-day event to 
include modern two and four-wheel 
drive rally cars.

IntErnAtIOnAl cOMpEtItOrS 
EvEnt InfOrMAtIOn…

We have produced some information 
regarding next year’s event for our 
growing international entrants. It should 
have been emailed to our international 
competitors but just in case you did not 
receive it click here: 
International Competitor Event Information

http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.tyrepower.com.au
http://www.travelnt.com
http://www.lasseters.com.au
http://www.lasseters.com.au
https://classicoutbacktrial.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/cot16-international-event-info.pdf
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SnIppEtS Of IntErESt…
This is a segment about facts that may 

be of interest. These items and more 
will be covered in the Guide to the Event 
to be published in early May and will be 
posted on our website.

• Mid-June is the shortest daylight
period of the year and restricts the
number of daylight hours to conduct
the event. There are no stages
conducted on the COT at night. This
in turn restricts the size of the field
so anyone seriously considering
participating in the Classic Outback
Trial in Classic, Modern, Cross
Country or Regularity should place
a nomination with the organisers to
guarantee a start.

• The Officials’ Briefing will be
conducted on the Friday (17th)
evening (1800 to 1930) at Lasseters.
This is a break from the COT
tradition of having it on the Saturday
but there is too much happening
that day in 2016. Officials will need
to plan their travel to Alice Springs
to coincide with this date and time.

• A reminder that discounted
accommodation rates at the event’s
headquarters, Lasseters Hotel,
apply only to bookings made prior to
31 December 2015. Documentation,
briefings, service park, daily
starts and finishes and the gala
presentation of awards will all be
held at Lasseters.

• The Prologue will be conducted
on Saturday 18th commencing
around 13:00 hrs located close
to town. This will assist with
determining the start order.

• The distance between service
crew refueling locations will not
exceed 250km (on previous years it
was 350km).

• If you have multiple service crews
it will be possible for service crews
to be at the end of MOST special
stages, however not all points will
have service time allocated.

cOMMEMOrAtIvE bOOk…
Due to the popularity of the 2014 

COT book we will be again producing 
a similar coffee table book as a record 
of the event. The book will be compiled 
as the event evolves thus drastically 
reducing the publishing time. Orders 
can be placed at documentation.

dOWnlOAd tOdAy, yOur
cOt dESktOp WAllpApEr…

Introducing the first COT desktop 
calendar wallpaper/screen saver 
staring Warren Briggs ‘65 Ford 
Mustang frozen in time by Chris Brown 
at the 2014 COT where he and co-driver 
Matt de Vaus finished 3rd in class. 
Download your high resolution image 
today. 

tv prOductIOn… 
We are still negotiating with 

several parties to produce a 
45 minute TV production that 
will also be aired on Fox and 
Sky international. This should 
assist competitors in obtaining 
sponsorship.

For all the information and forms 
visit our website. 

http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.tyrepower.com.au
http://www.travelnt.com
http://www.lasseters.com.au
http://www.lasseters.com.au
http://lasseters.com.au
http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/cot-desktop-wallpaper-calendars/
http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/cot-desktop-wallpaper-calendars/
http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/competitors/docs-and-forms/
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thE cOurSE…
The old saying “The rally is never 

won on the first day” will ring true in 
2016. The first day will put you, the 
competitors, straight into the deep end! 
No leading you by the hand!

Day 1 comprises  7 special stages 
with 154km competitive and 161km 
transport, that’s nearly 50% of 
competition! The roads and tracks 
cover just about every surface and 
condition that the following 5 days 
have to offer.

Day 2 takes us north with a 53 km 
1st stage followed by the only closed 
public road in the event. This stage 
could be the “downer” if not taken 
with some caution. It’s wide with blind 
crests and a mixture of road surfaces. 
Lunch and service will be most 
welcome on this day!

Day 3 provides a very slight breather 
with only 5 special stages of 184km but 
243km transport. We head to the north 
and east with two service and spectator 
points at the Old Ambalindum Historic 
Homestead. “Stunning”

Day 4 heads way down south covering 
nearly 500km with 44% competitive. 
In past COT events we have always 
included a “Horror” stage and this is 
the day! Again the old saying “There 
are no rough roads just rough 
drivers”. With only 25 instructions on 
this stage they are, however, about 
rocky outcrops, creek and river 
crossings and other nasty dangers. 
This is a stage where reading the road 
and driving with some caution should 
get competitors through successfully.

Day 5 is the best day of the event, so 
competitors don’t want to do anything 
silly on the prior 4 days or they will 
miss it. We start the day with the 
longest stage of the event, some 
122km. 5 special stages with 57% 
competitive and a total of 365km gets 
crews back to Lasseters in the early 
afternoon for a well deserved rest!

Day 6 had enough yet? Although a 
short day it will cover 264km with 49% 
competitive. Could be the sting in the 
tail. The first stage brought the 1968 
London to Sydney marathon to a stop. 
Hopefully we will reduce the chance 
of that as the road travels through 
some stunning scenery, and it will 
be a shame competitors can’t stop 
to take it in! The finish ramp, photos, 
medallions and the bubbly await.

SURVEY REPORT

DAY 1

DAY 3

DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 4

DAY 2

STAGE START

STAGE FINISH

http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.tyrepower.com.au
http://www.travelnt.com
http://www.lasseters.com.au
http://www.lasseters.com.au
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EXPLORE CENTRAL AUSTRALIA

dAy tOurS…
As advised in the last newsletter, there will be daily 

tours covering all the local sights around Alice Springs 
for family and friends. On two of the days the tours 
will include a visit to the lunch and service breaks with 
opportunities to see the cars in action. We will place 
all the tours on our website with booking details a little 
closer to the event.

thE cOt InSIdEr guIdE tO AlIcE SprIngS…
We’ve just launched a new section on our website, the 

COT Insider Guide, to help you plan your trip to Alice 
Springs. The guide will present special COT ideas such 
as, what to see and where to purchase goods and tourist 
trips that are on offer. We’ll also add useful things we’ve 
learned on our trips to Alice Springs – such as where you 
can get laundry done, where to purchase good coffee and 
when and where you can buy cold beer (it’s not as easy as 
you might think)! 

We’ve just posted a fantastic offer for pre or post COT 
accommodation from the Visitor Information Centre 
- a massive 50% discount on a luxury Kings Canyon 
Wilderness Lodge glamping package. This could be 
perfect for some post COT pampering... 

Keep an eye out for the Classic Outback Trial Insider 
Guide. 

http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.angelflight.org.au
http://www.tyrepower.com.au
http://www.travelnt.com
http://www.lasseters.com.au
http://www.lasseters.com.au
http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/2015/11/12/luxury-glamping-at-kings-canyon-wilderness-lodge/
http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au/2015/11/12/luxury-glamping-at-kings-canyon-wilderness-lodge/
http://www.travelnt.com



