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 THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25AUG 2018

EVENT CALENDAR  16  Crews and officials arrive.
 17  Documentation and scrutiny.
 18  Documentation and scrutiny continues; 

prologue close to Alice Springs (to assist 
with determining the start order); and 
welcome function for all participants.

 19–25 Classic Outback Trial rally.
 25 Presentation dinner function.

A lot was happening in the Alice when 
David and I arrived last month, including 
the Henley on Todd Regatta. This will be 
held again next year on the same Saturday 
as our ceremonial start, prologue and 
welcome function. More on that later. 

We traversed a lot of tracks looking for 
more challenging and interesting roads. It 
has not rained in the area since February so 
the green of last year’s event is fast fading, 
leaving dry and dusty tracks. Hopefully, the 
rains will arrive and fill the dams and green 
up the country again. 

We head back again in late October to 
finalise the route and start on the road 

book. It was not accidental that we timed 
our August survey to coincide with next 
year’s event. The weather was fantastic, 4 
to 5 degrees early in the morning and then 
warming up to 24+ degrees during the day. 
Blue skies and, best of all, strong winds. I 
am sure all drivers will be pleased with that. 

Last year we only closed 1 shire road and 
we have found another great stage to add 
to that, on the Binns track. We are seeking 
approval to close that road for our event. We 
may need some recovery vehicles along the 
way due to the 3 sandy river crossings, but 
hey, isn’t that what long distance rallying is 
all about?

NamiNg rights
Our central hub for the 2016 event was 

at Lasseters and will be again in 2018. We 
are delighted to announce that Lasseters 
have stepped up their sponsorship in 2018 
to become our Naming Rights sponsor. The 
event will now be known as the “Lasseters 
Classic Outback Trial 2018”. The welcome 
function and the presentation function for 
2018 will be held at the Lasseters site in the 
Alice Springs Convention Centre.
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hENlEy oN todd
As previously advised, the Henley on Todd 

is conducted on the same Saturday as our 
ceremonial start etc. Along with a crowd of 
around 4,500, we watched the procession 
along the Todd Mall to the staging area 
on the Todd River. The event was first 
conducted in 1962 and it is truly something 
to behold. Those who took part in last year’s 
COT will never forget the hail storm and the 
sheets of ice flowing down the Todd. Being 

part of the Henley on Todd will be another 
unforgettable memory about Alice Springs.

We are trying to organise the day to allow 
everyone the opportunity to participate 
and enjoy this fantastic spectacle. Maybe 
we could enter 2 teams – Competitors 
versus Service Crews? Officials versus 
Competitors? Endless possibilites... 
stay tuned!

henleyontodd.com.au

officials
Again we have been overwhelmed 

with requests to assist on the event. 
We have been very fortunate in 
obtaining the services of officials 
who have been involved in many of 
the past 5 events and we are very 
appreciative of their continued 
support. All official positions on the 
event have been filled. Thanks to 
those that contacted us.

accommodatioN
Although the Lasseters accommodation 

has now joined forces with Crown Plaza, the 
service and facilities are just as good as ever. 
However, many rooms are being refurnished 
and with increased numbers expected for 
next year’s event, together with lots of extra 
tourists arriving for other attractions, don’t 
leave it too long to secure your rooms at the 
special COT rates.

rEd cENtrE Nats
The week following the COT will be the 

fourth meeting of the Red Centre Nats. Over 
700 vehicles competed in this year’s event. 
Although the highlighted event was the 
burn outs (!), lots of other events are taking 
place. Motorkhanas, a 4WD course and lots 
of parades. The CARS Club took out the first 
3 places in the motorkhanas so it would be 
great to stay over and witness this event 
and/or participate.

tag aloNg tour
In June we announced we would be 

conducting a 4WD Tour to complement 
the COT. We have been organising 
overnight stops and a course that will 
allow participants a drive along otherwise 
inaccessible private tracks through 
unforgettable scenery. It is not a speed 
event - all vehicles, 4WD & SUVs only, will 
be fitted with a RallySafe unit and will be 
monitored throughout the 6 days.

We have a tour leader and a ‘tail end 
Charlie’ and so far have received around 10 

expressions of interest. No need for rollover 
protection or crash helmets just a basic 
first aid kit and some triangles. We can also 
arrange for the hire of a 4WD if you just 
want to fly in to join the tour and fly out.

We also discovered another fantastic 
overnight stop at the recently purchased 
Ooraminna Station. The new owners have 
already completed some amazing work 
around this historic site and it is a “not to 
miss” location.

http://www.lasseters.com.au
http://classicoutbacktrial.com.au
http://henleyontodd.com.au

